INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF NETBALL ASSOCIATIONS

Match Officials Advisory Panel

Changes to Protocols for Umpires
The Protocols have been revised to include the changes to Rules released recently (August 2010).

The new rule regarding Stoppages was trialled in the ANZ Championships in Australia and New Zealand this year.  The experience of umpires during this event was that it was preferable for both umpires to be stationed on the same (team bench) Side Line during injury/illness stoppages of ‘up to 2 minutes’.  This allows the umpires to work together and, although their responsibilities are reduced by the rule change, they are able to keep very good oversight of the stoppage.  We consider that it is preferable for this practice to be continued rather than to revert to the practice used prior to the 2007 ruling.

The IFNA Match Officials Manual will be released very shortly.  Hence the revised protocols also include some amendments that bring them into line with the Manual.  The revision has also provided an opportunity to make some minor changes to improve wording or clarify meaning without changing intent.

A summary of the changes is as follows:

Pre-game procedures

· Arrangements for captains’ toss and umpires’ toss have been made more flexible. 

· The need to check length of half-time interval and whether match requires a result have been added.

Umpire Alert Units

· Check Alerts before match added.

· Distinction between Umpire A and Umpire B removed – Umpire Alert Units now to be pressed simultaneously at end of quarter (controlling umpire takes precedence).

· If the Alert system set-up at a venue does not permit the Alerts to be pressed simultaneously, the bench side umpire is advised first. 

Stoppages

· Coaching and hydration permitted by any Team Official; bench players may go to Side Line to receive coaching – new Rule.

· Both umpires continue to position on team bench Side Line during injury/illness stoppage of up to 2 min.

Reserve Umpire

· Actions when player suspended/ordered off clarified.

· May undertake some duties delegated by Match Umpires.

Official Bench

· Procedures amended for Umpire Alert Units.

· Other duties specified in IFNA Bench Officials Manual.
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